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You’d think that rich and famous people
would have the financial resources,
existing lawyer relationships and just plain
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good common sense to take care of their
valuable assets and their loved ones
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through proper estate planning… but
that’s often not the case!
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Walter Cronkite, Sonny Bono and Barry
White - - how are they all related? None of
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them had an estate plan, even just a
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simple Will. And when they passed, lots of
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Why You Should Review Your Plan?
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LIVING TRUST
SEMINARS

messes ensued.
We’re always preaching about the need
for not only a Will, but better yet a Living
Trust, so we don’t need to say more here.
(For more information, you can attend one
of our monthly virtual or live seminars.)

Don’t Just Write Your
Estate Plan on a Napkin

These seminars are for the public and
also for our existing clients who want
to bring family or friends!
PLEASE NOTE:
Most of our seminars listed below are
currently being held in-person. If you, or
someone you know, would like to attend a
virtual seminar instead, including
any friends and family who might not live
in the area, we have some limited virtual
seminars (noted below) or please send us
an e-mail and we can book a private
viewing of our seminar online.
(Also note: We can provide services to
anyone residing in California without them
having to travel to our offices.)

Baseball Hall-of-Famer, Ted Williams, did
have an attorney write a Will saying he
wanted to be cremated. However, his
children from a second marriage
produced, after his death, a greasy napkin
with a note on it apparently amending his
Will. It stated he wanted to be
cryogenically frozen, which they did.
However, his daughter of his first marriage
then battled the rest of the family for
years, finally giving up when she ran out
of money (and cost the rest of the family
plenty of attorney fees too!).

IN-PERSON
LIVING TRUST SEMINARS

WEDNESDAY
February 2nd

9:30am - 11:00am
Main Torrance Office
990 W. 190th Street, Suite 500
Extremely Limited Capacity
REGISTER

If he had only gone to an attorney to
properly amend his estate plan, his good
name and legacy could have avoided
being the target of Saturday Night Live
jokes (do you remember the skit with
Ted’s crazy, severed, talking head?).
We sometimes recommend that clients set
forth their financial and burial wishes (or
smaller estate details like the distribution
of household personal property which is
not of unusual monetary value) in a

SATURDAY
February 5th

9:30am - 11:00am
Torrance Marriott Hotel
3635 Fashion Way
Extremely Limited Capacity
REGISTER

separate “letter of instructions”. But if
these provisions are so important that you
don’t

want

to

leave

them

to

court

interpretation or to the assumed good
intentions of the Executor of your Will, you
should probably place these desires in
writing as part of your Will (or Living
Trust). Take the case of Princess Diana…

VIRTUAL
LIVING TRUST SEMINAR

Even a Clear Letter of Wishes Can
Backfire Too
England’s

THURSDAY
February 17th

beloved
Princess

9:30am - 11:00am
Online Webinar

Diana had
a perfectly
good

REGISTER

estate
plan, until

Share
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she messed it up. She took it upon herself
to write a “letter of wishes” to her
Executor, requesting her personal effects
(including some very expensive jewelry)
be divided between her sons and her

FREE DOWNLOAD

godchildren. Unfortunately, her sister and
mother, who acted as Co-Executors,
chose not to follow her wishes. The
godchildren fought in court, at great
expense, and wound up getting nearly
nothing.
If Diana had instructed her
attorney to properly revise her Will, she
could have avoided this terrible family
fight, which appeared in all the press (on
top of all the disgusting paparazzi photos
and salacious gossip surrounding the
events of her passing).
A similar problem has arisen in the estate
of Lakers basketball superstar, Kobe
Bryant. He had been supporting his
mother, and she claimed after his demise
that he had promised to do so for her life.
Possibly because he thought he would
outlive his mother, his otherwise well-

Many people mistakenly believe that
getting their estate plan is a "one and
done" process—but it's not. Your and
your beneficiaries' circumstances, needs,
relationships, assets and more change all
of the time. This is why we contact our
clients every three years to come in for a
complimentary review meeting.

documented estate plan (including a
Living Trust), failed to provide for his
mother’s support. Kobe’s wife, who is his
estate’s primary beneficiary as well as CoTrustee, has reportedly been refusing to
honor this commitment or disputing the
amount of support. So, if you intend to
benefit someone upon your passing (or
even while you’re alive but disabled), you
need to express your wishes to your

Download this FREE report to learn more
about the reasons you should periodically
have your estate plan reviewed.

DOWNLOAD NOW

attorney and have them clearly reflected in
your estate plan documents.
Putting It Off Because You Can’t Think
of Someone to Name
As Your Executor or Trustee?
Unfortunately, even when the choice of

REMINDER:
WE ARE OPEN!

Executor or Trustee is made, it’s often
made too quickly, without much thought
(or input from experienced legal counsel).
The person you choose may not be
competent enough to handle the
responsibility or may have an inherent
conflict with some of your intended
beneficiaries.
Tobacco heiress, Doris Duke, had an
estate worth over $1 billion which she
entrusted to her closest confidant and
friend, her butler. He was appointed to be
Executor and Trustee, as well as to run a

As a reminder, our offices are now
officially open for business for clients to
come for in-person meetings. We have
limited visitor capacity and all the
necessary
safety
precautions
and
protocols are in place at our premises to
keep our clients and our staff safe. In

large foundation funded by her. However,
his lack of skill (and suddenly enhanced
spending habits) led him to squander vast
amounts, until he was finally removed by a
court.

addition, all of our attorneys and staff
are fully vaccinated.

Famous rock guitar player and member of
“The Grateful Dead” band, Jerry Garcia,
named his third wife as Executor of his

We know that virtual meetings have not
been accessible or preferred by some and

Will. This, quite predictably, led to all sorts
of ungrateful in-fighting between his third
wife, his other two surviving ex-spouses,

we are happy to be able to offer in-person
meetings again. We will still have virtual
meetings available for those who cannot

and his multiple children of different
marriages.

or do not wish to come into the office at
this time.

Choosing the right Executor (and Trustee)
is an important part of setting up your
estate plan - - and your choice should
be...

READ ON

Free At-Home COVID Tests Now Available
On
January
18th,
Americans can order free
at-home COVID-19 test
kits from the federal
government. Up to 4 kits
may be ordered per month
per residential household
(regardless of the number
of residents in the household).
These test kits are absolutely free (including shipping!). If you haven't ordered
yours yet or have friends or family, be sure to forward them along this
information.
REQUEST YOUR COVID TESTS

Test kits are expected to ship within 7 to 12 days. It is expected that a phone
number will also be established in the near future so that those without internet
access can place an order.

How the Pandemic Has Brought Ageism
Into Stark Relief
Courtesy of Elder Law Answers

With older Americans being
most at risk from the COVID19 coronavirus, the response
to the pandemic certainly
highlighted issues of ageism in
the United States. According
to experts, ageism is evident
both in the response to the
virus and the lack of protective

equipment allocated to nursing homes.
Experts on aging assert that the medical field, politicians, and the public may
have acted quicker and taken the Coronavirus more seriously if the perception
had been that it primarily affected younger Americans. In an article in
the Washington Post, Syracuse law professor Nina Kohn argues that the
“devaluation of older lives” has caused more older Americans to die than
necessary.
Many young people ignored social distancing recommendations at the start of
the pandemic. Headlines emphasizing the virus’s effect on young people (For
example: "It isn’t only the elderly who are at risk from the coronavirus" and "Not
just older people: Younger adults are also getting the coronavirus") were used
to persuade Americans to take the virus seriously. Geriatrician Louise
Aronson pointed out that “when you say ‘just’ older people, it sounds like, well,
it’s just killing old people, they’re all dying anyway.” Aronson adds that even
some older Americans have not followed social distancing recommendations
because they do not want to think they are “old.” According to Aronson, “It’s
almost as if, if they’re not out there doing things, then they’re one of those old
people that doesn’t count. We have created that cultural reality, so shame on all
of us.” As the debate raged about closing our economy to prevent the spread of
the virus, Texas Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick even suggested that
seniors would be willing to give up their lives in order to help the economy.
Even though COVID-19 has been more deadly for seniors who have contracted
the virus, hospitals have focused on helping younger patients. A geriatrician in
San Francisco writes in The Atlantic about the special clinical protocols to deal
with COVID-19 were developed for children and adults, but not for seniors.
Kohn explained that “Ageism is evident in how we talk about victims from
different generations, in the shameful conditions in many nursing homes and
even - - explicitly - - in the formulas some states and health-care systems have
developed for determining which desperately ill people get care if there’s a
shortage of medical resources.”
Nursing homes have been a hotbed for COVID-19, but throughout much of
2020 and 2021 have been slow to receive the necessary protective equipment
for their employees and patients. Bob Kramer, the leader of Nexus Insights, a
think tank on aging issues, told Forbes that ageism is apparent everywhere
during the pandemic. “It showed up when the management of your parent’s
assisted living, memory care, or skilled nursing facility asked for help from their

state or county government in securing personal protective equipment (PPE)
for their staff and residents. They were told to get in line behind hospitals,
medical personnel, government facilities, and military installations. Test kits?
Same story. They are victims of our government’s unwillingness to prioritize the
health and safety of older adults and those who care for them.”
Ageism is nothing new, but the pandemic has exposed the phenomenon in a
stark way. Hopefully, this will improve both the focus on and care for the needs
of our elderly.
By the way, if you haven't made plans or considered what kind of care you may
want or need when you get older, there is no better time than right now to look
into your options. Nursing home and other options for care is incredibly
expensive. It's good to have a plan. Contact our office at 1-800-756-5596 and
ask us about speaking with one of our affiliated financial advisors about some
of your potential long-term care insurance options.

From Egypt to the American Dream:
How Laila Pence Defied All Odds
Courtesy of

Pence Wealth Management

It’s 1967, and Laila Pence
is shelled out of her home
by warfare. She’d had
“every luxury,” a home
embellished with nuances
of wealth and warmth, and
a family with a profound
sense of integrity. In a
single
moment
–
a
bombshell dropping in the
context of the Six Day War with Israel – Pence had to reimagine her world
without all of that.
And, without Egypt.
After migrating to the United States at twelve years old, arm in arm with only
her mother, Pence had the intangibilities of fear, womanhood, and Arabism
looming over her; today, she is a Barron’s Hall of Fame holder and a recurring

Forbes icon. With a legacy unparalleled by those in the financial planning field,
Pence Wealth Management (PWM) sits atop the industry as one of the United
States’ largest, most successful wealth advisory firms.
READ ARTICLE

DISCLOSURE: Pence Wealth Management does not provide legal and/or tax advice or services.
Please consult your legal and/or tax advisor regarding your specific situation. E. Dryden Pence III
and Laila Marshall-Pence are Registered Principals with LPL Financial. Securities and Advisory
Services offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor. Member FINRA/SIPC.
LPL Financial and Pence Wealth Management are separate entities.
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Crispy Tomato Herb Cheese Pan Pizza
Crispy Tomato Herb Cheese Pan Pizza: simple,
delicious, cooked in a skillet in the oven, coming
out soft, extra cheesy, and with crispy edges.
There is nothing you wont love about this skillet
pizza. Enjoy!

INGREDIENTS
1 pound pizza dough, homemade or storebought
1 tablespoon dried basil
1 tablespoon dried oregano
2 teaspoons dried thyme
2 teaspoons dried rosemary
1/2 teaspoon crushed fennel seed
1/2 teaspoon red pepper flakes
1-2 cloves garlic, chopped
extra virgin olive oil, for drizzling
1 cup shredded provolone cheese
1/2 cup shredded whole milk mozzarella
1/2 cup marinara sauce
3 ounces pepperoni, sliced (optional)
1/2 cup grated parmesan or asiago cheese
DIRECTIONS

1. Position the oven rack in the upper 1/3 of the oven. Preheat the oven to 450° F. for
at least 30 minutes before baking.
2. Place the ball of pizza dough in a lightly greased 10-11 inch cast iron or oven-safe
skillet. Drizzle olive oil on top of the dough. Use your fingertips to push the dough
out to almost the edge of the skillet. Cover with plastic wrap and let rest for at least
30 minutes, or up to 2 hours, if time allows.
3. In a small bowl, combine the basil, oregano, thyme, rosemary, fennel, and red
pepper flakes. Add the garlic.
4. To assemble. Drizzle the dough lightly with olive oil. Sprinkle a spoonful of the herbs
over the dough. Add a handful of cheese, then drizzle over the marinara sauce,
don't spread the sauce. Top with the remaining cheese, then pepperoni and a
sprinkle of the herb mix, you don't need all the herbs, use them to your taste.
5. Bake on the upper rack for 10 minutes. Then rotate the pizza and bake another 10
minutes or until the crust is crispy on the edges. Top with additional parmesan.
ENJOY!
SOURCE: www.HalfBakedHarvest.com

CLIENT TESTIMONIALS
"The Law Firm of Kavesh has
been helping me for several legal
issues since 2012. The services
are great, very reliable and
organized. You always can reach
somebody for assistance. My
attorney, Peter, has spent a lot of
time on my files. He called and
sent email to me before finalizing
my files. His advice is incredibly
valuable. I have a peaceful mind
after walking out of his office, very
appreciated."
—Tiffany J.
"Very professional, they listen well
and really care. They will review
every aspect of your estate and
understand all the complexities,
estates, taxes, potential family
problems, health care concerns
etc. I used Ms. Jane Lee as my
personal planner. She is great.
Highly recommended."
—Edward H.

"We have been clients of the law
firm of Kavesh for many years.
Phil is an outstanding lawyer, a
specialist in his field and we feel,
indeed, fortunate to have found
him.
We have also dealt with Peter
Keon. We have found him to be
knowledgeable, efficient, very
time-managed, follow-through and
is, also, kind-hearted in how he
relates to us. He talks with us
rather than down to us. He relates
to us in a humanistic, kind, caring,
warm compassionate way, which
we absolutely value. Peter keeps
his promise- this is what I call
integrity. And, character counts
because we count character!"
—C.S.

Thank you for these wonderful client reviews!
We know that our clients and all the members of our community have many

options to choose from when it comes to assisting with their estate planning
needs. It is very gratifying to us that people put their trust in us to help them
with these important decisions that will impact them and their loved ones for
years to come.
Many have asked how they can continue to support us over the years and they
do so by not only referring their friends and family, but another way you can
help us is by taking the time to leave us an online review (if you haven't done
so already). Below are a handful of websites you can choose from to leave a
quick online review of your experience with our firm.
Thank you, in advance, for continuing to support us over the years! We look
forward to continuing to help you and your loved ones for many more years to
come!

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

"It's not what we
have in our life but
who we have in our
life that matters."
—J.M. Lawrence

OFFICE LOCATIONS
For your convenience, we have multiple office locations throughout Southern California.
NOTE: COVID-19 regulations now permit us to meet with you in person at our offices,
but personalized meetings are still available through Zoom, FaceTime or telephone.

MAIN OFFICE
TORRANCE OFFICE

TELEPHONE NUMBER

1.800.756.5596

990 W. 190th Street, Suite 500
Torrance, CA 90502
OTHER LOCAL OFFICES
PASADENA OFFICE
790 E. Colorado Blvd., 9th Floor
Pasadena, CA 91101

ORANGE OFFICE
333 City Drive West, 17th Floor
Orange, CA 92868

WOODLAND HILLS OFFICE
5850 Canoga Avenue, 4th Floor
Woodland Hills, CA 91367

NEWPORT BEACH OFFICE
5000 Birch Street, Suite 8000
Newport Beach, CA 92660

The testimonials in this newsletter and throughout our website were provided by actual clients. To maintain their
privacy, their names may be abbreviated and their photos are not shown. Please note that testimonials do not
warrant, guarantee or predict your particular results. Actual client testimonial letters may be viewed by you in
several "Thank You" books, proudly displayed at our main office lobby.
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